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ANNUAL  REPORT 

for  1938 


of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

to  the 

Romsey  and  Stockbridge 
Rural  District  Council* 


July,  1939. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Romsey  and  Stockbridge 
Rural  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Report  for  the  year  1938. 


Section  A. — Statistics  and  Social  Conditions 

of  the  Area* 


Area  (Acres) 

Population  (as  estimated  by  the  Registrar- 
General) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

Ratio  of  population  to  inhabited  houses 

Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a  Id.  rate 
Number  of  Council  Houses 


...  83,672 

...  19,130 

...  6,088 
3.1 

...  £97,738 
...£409/9/0 
420 


4 


From  the  fact  that  there  are  6,088  houses  for  an  estimated 
population  of  19,130  (giving  the  low  ratio  of  only  3.1  persons  per 
occupied  house)  it  might  be  thought  that  instances  of  overcrowding 
would  be  rare.  Some  of  the  large  families  consist  of  several  older 
children,  who  are  working,  and  still  live  at  home  The  modern 
families  are  smaller. 

The  District  is  chiefly  a  Rural  one  and  most  of  the  land  is 
devoted  to  pasture  and  agriculture,  dairy  farming  being  the  prin¬ 
cipal  industry.  Three  parishes  are  urban  in  type  and  many  of 
their  inhabitants  work  in  the  town. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Live  Births — 


Legitimate  ... 

M. 

163 

F. 

133 

)  otal  \ 
296 

Birth  Rate  16.2 

Illegitimate  ... 

6 

9 

15  ) 

Still  Births — - 

5 

5 

10 

Rate  31 

Deaths 

107 

110 

217 

Death  Rate  11.3 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still)  births 


Deaths 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  0  ...  0 

Other  puerperal  causes  ...  1  ...  3.1 

Total  ...  ...  1  ...  3.1 

Death  rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  83 

Legitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  legitimate 

live  births  ...  ...  87 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  illegitimate 

live  births  ...  ...  0 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  31 

„  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  0 

,,  from  Whooping  Coughs  (all  ages)  ...  0 

,,  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  0 


Of  all  causes  of  death,  Heart  disease  accounted  for  61,  Cancer 
31,  Pneumonia  7,  Tuberculosis  6,  other  Circulatory  18. 

The  death  rate  is  low,  but  the  infant  mortality  rate  is  high* 
There  were  only  two  cases  of  Anterior  Poliomyelitis.  Both  children 
died  in  hospital. 


5 


A  number  of  children  have  benefited  from  the  cheap  milk 
provided  in  the  schools.  Some  nursing  and  expectant  mothers 
and  children  under  and  of  school  age,  have  been  provided?  with 
free  milk  by  the  County  Authorities,  with  good  results. 

The  chief  deficiency  in  the  school  child's  diet  is  an  insufficiency 
of  proteid.  One  head  teacher  noticed  that  the  condition  of  the 
children  deteriorated  during  the  holidays  and  thought  that  it  was 
due  to— 1.  Lack  of  sufficient  proteid  owing  to  the  school  milk  not. 
being  available.  2.  Insufficient  rest,  and  3.  In  a  few  cases  to  the 
belief  of  some  mothers  that  chilclreh,  who  were  not  attending 
school,  did  not  need  so  much  food. 

It  would  be  difficult  for  an  agricultural  worker  to  provide  two 
rations  of  milk  for  each  school  child,  but  if  this  were  possible,  it 
would  probably  make  a  great  difference  in  the  condition  of  most 
of  the  children. 

Increased  bus  facilities  and  movements  of  rural  school  children 
away  from  the  Village  Schools  will  tend  to  increase  the  drift  into 
the  town  and  the  resulting  ill  effects  The  movement  of  children 
is,  I  think,  the  greater  danger. 

There  is  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  children  in  Rural 
Schools.  One  head  teacher  stated  that  it  was  about  30  per  cent 
in  his  school.  This  makes  one  realise  the  importance  of 
encouraging  the  younger  people  to  live  in  the  country. 

It  may  be  roughly  assumed  that  ird  of  the  children  in  a 
school  are  of  good  average  intelligence  or  slightly  above,  ird  a 
poor  average,  and  3rd  below  the  average.  There  is  little  scope  in 
the  country,  at  present,  for  the  more  intelligent  group  1,  but  there 
does  not  appear  to  be  much  benefit  in  removing  groups  2  and  3,  at 
some  expense,  to  schools  in  some  cases  in  or  near  towns  and  giving 
them  there  an  education  with  an  agricultural  bias. 

It  would  tend  to  make  them  discontented  with  their  home 
surroundings.  These  two  groups  would  probably  derive  more 
benefit  from  a  type  of  education,  which  encouraged  individual 
development  and  was  suited  to  rural  needs,  in  suitably  fitted  schools 
near  their  homes. 
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SECTION  B.  GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 

SERVICES. 

(1)  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority. 

(a)  The  Medical  Officer  of  health  is  also  Assistant  County 
Medical  Officer  and  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the 
adjoining  Urban  District  of  Romsey. 

(b)  The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  a  whole-time  Officer. 

(2)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

There  is  no  nursing  arrangement  or  contribution  by  the  Local 
Authority. 

(a)  General,  by  Parish  Nurses,  supported  by  voluntary 
subscriptions. 

(b)  Jn  cases  of  Ophthalmia  and  Puerperal  Fever  not  requiring 
hospital  treatment,  nursing  is  provided  where  necessary 
by  arrangement  with  the  County  Council. 

(3)  Laboratory  Facilities . 

The  County  Laboratory  provides  facilities  for  chemical  and 
bacteriological  examinations. 

(4)  Legislation  in  Force. 

There  are  no  adoptive  Acts  in  force  and  the  only  local  Bye¬ 
laws  and  Regulations  are  Building  Bye-laws.  Bye-laws  with 
respect  to  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  wrere  in  force  in  parts  of  the 
Area.  Bye-laws  for  the  whole  Area  wTere  adopted  in  1935. 

(5)  Hospitals. 

General. — The  Romsey  and  District  Hospital,  the  South¬ 
ampton  Hospitals  and  the  County  Hospital  at  Winchester  are  those 
principally  used.  The  local  Sanitary  Authority  as  such  make  no 
contribution.  The  Hospital  provision  for  the  area  is  adequate. 

Infectious. — Where  cases  cannot  be  satisfactorily  nursed 
at  home,  they  are  admitted,  by  arrangement,  to  the  Southampton 
Isolation  and  the  Salisbury  and  District  Isolation  Hospitals.  On 
the  whole,  the  arrangements  under  this  head  are  sufficient  and 
satisfactory,  and  they  are  economical. 

Small- Pox. — Provision  is  made  by  the  County  Authority. 
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Institutional  Arrangements  for  Un-Married  Mothers.  — 
Arrangements  are  made  by  the  County  Authority,  Mothers’  Hostel, 
Waltham  House,  Epsom  and  the  Dioeesan  Maternity  Home, 
North  Walls,  Winchester. 

Tuberculosis. — The  County  Council  provides  Hospitals  and 
Dispensaries. 

Bone  and  Joint  Tuberculosis. — Lord  Mayor  Treloar 
Cripples’  Hospital,  Alton,  children  ;  King  George’s  Sanatorium, 
men  ;  Royal  Sea  Bathing,  Margate,  men  and  women.  Cases  are 
admitted  to  the  above  Hospitals  by  arrangement. 

The  County  Council  have  Maternity  and  Infant  Welfare 
Centres  at  Broughton,  Houghton,  King4?  Somborne,  Lockerley, 
Millbrook,  Mottisfont,  North  Baddesley,  Romsey,  Stockbiidge  and 
Wallop. 

Orthopedic  Clinics.— Children  from  the  area  attend  the 
clinics  at  Eastleigh,  Andover  and  Totton. 

Ambulance  Facilities. — For  infectious  cases  an  ambulance 
is  provided  by  the  Hospital. 


Section  C*— Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area* 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  for  the 

Year  1938* 


12th  June,  1939. 

Water. 

Southampton  Corporation’s  Water  Main  has  been  extended  to 
supply  the  village  of  Braishfield. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

There  is  a  scheme  in  hand  for  draining  the  Parish  of 
Millbrook. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  stream  at  Kings  Somborne  was  cleared  to  comply  with 
notices  served  on  the  owners. 
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Closet  Accommodation. 

The  conservancy  system  is  in  general  use  in  the  District,  but 
cesspools  are  common.  Some  of  the  houses  in  the  Parish  of 
Millbrook  drain  into  the  Southampton  Corporation  Sewers. 

Public  Cleansing. 

Scavenging  is  carried  out  by  some  Parish  Councils,  the 
rubbish  being  dumped  in  pits.  Cesspools  are  emptied  by 
Contractors  in  the  Millbrook  Area. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  A  rea. 

Inspections  under  Part  II,  Public  Health  Act,  1936  ...  371 

a  Formal  Notices ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Informal  Notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Number  of  Houses  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  22 

Inspections  under  Part  II,  Housing  Act,  1936  .  ...  635 

Formal  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Informal  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Inspections  under  Part  IV,  Public  Health  Act,  1936  ..  251 

Formal  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Informal  Notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Inspections  under  Slaughter  Houses  Order  and  Public 

Health  (Meat)  Regulations  ...  ...  ...  163 

Formal  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ..  0 

Informal  notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Camping  Sites. 

Number  of  Sites  used  in  1938  ...  ...  ...  16 

Number  of  Sites  licensed  by  Local  Authority  ...  ...  3 

Estimated  maximum  number  of  Campers  resident  at  one 

time  during  the  Summer  season,  1938  ...  ...  120 

Smoke  Abatement. 

An  informal  notice,  requiring  Messrs.  Bryce  White  &  Co., 
Redbridge,  to  abate  a  nuisance  caused  by  smoke  to  premises  near 
their  factory  at  Redbridge,  complied  with. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

There  are  no  baths  open  to  the  public  in  this  area. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

No  cases  have  been  reported. 


9 


Housing* 

Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses. 


Number  of  Houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  ...  511 

„  ,,  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  608 

,,  ,,  Houses  recorded  ...  ...  ...  266 

„  „  Inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  337 

„  „  Houses  found  to  be  unfit  for  habitation  ...  205 

,,  ,,  Houses  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  fit  for 

habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

Number  of  Houses  made  fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action 

by  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Number  of  Houses  made  fit  as  a  result  of  formal  notices  ...  4 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  issued  ...  ...  ...  4 

„  „  Houses  demolished  after  Demolition  Order  served  9 


Overcrowding . 

Number  of  Dwellings  overcrowded  at  end  of  year 
,,  ,,  Families 

„  ,,  Persons 

,,  ,,  New  Cases 

,,  ,,  Cases  relieved  ... 

,,  „  Persons  concerned 

Milk  Supply. 

*  Number  of  Dairy  Farms  ...  ...  ...  ...  300 

Number  of  Cows  in  the  District  (approx.)  ...  ...  4833 

G.  V.  WILLIAMS, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


61 

311 

0 

3 
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Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  the  County  Council  Inspectors 
have  taken  the  following  samples  during  the  year  :  Brawn  1, 
butter  4,  camphorated  oil  1,  castor  oil  1,  cereals  1,  cocoa  1, 
Demerara  sugar  1,  flour  2,  fruit,  dried  1,  ground  ginger  2,  honey  1, 
ice  cream  2,  jam  1,  jelly  1,  lard  1,  lemon  curd  1,  Marmite  1, 
margarine  2,  meat,  tinned  1,  meat  paste  1,  meat  pie  1,  new  milk  42, 
sago  1,  sausage  1,  semolina  1,  sponge  mixture  1,  sweets  2,  whiskey 
3.  Two  samples  of  milk  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  but  the 
rest  were  found  to  be  genuine. 
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Section  F. — Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over, 
Infectious  and  other  Diseases* 

The  admission  of  senior  and  other  children  to  Romsey  Schools 
from  different  areas  of  the  Rural  District  and  the  nearness  of  a 
large  Borough  to  parts  of  Rownhams  and  Millbrook  has  rendered 
the  control  of  infectious  diseases  more  difficult.  There  were  two 
cases  of  Anterior  Poliomyelitis,  a  boy  and  girl  of  school  age,  both 
died  in  hospital.  There  was  evidence  of  indirect  contact  only. 

Diptheria  Immunisation. — T.A.F.  (B.  W.  &  Co.)  used.  406 
children  were  immunised  under  a  scheme  approved  by  the  Council. 
92  were  under  school  age  and  314  of  school  age.  The  total 
number  immunised  since  1935  is  1606. 

One  case  of  Enteric  Fever  was  notified  She  had  been  on  a 
visit  to  the  North  of  England.  The  source  of  infection  was  not 
detected. 

Dairy  farming  is  the  principal  industry.  It  is  very  important 
to  prevent  the  spread  of  infectious  disease  to  the  agricultural 
workers  or  their  children  in  order  to  prevent  interference  with  it. 
In  the  case  of  war  children  from  a  city  will  be  billeted  in  houses 
with  country  children.  Great  care  will  be  needed  in  dealing  with 
contacts  of  infectious  disease  coming  into  the  area. 

Full  use  has  been  made  of  the  arrangements  for  the  examina¬ 
tion  of  pathological  and  bacteriological  specimens  at  the  County 
laboratory. 

Intimation  of  disease  is  received  from  Head  Teachers  and  is 
especially  useful  in  mild  cases  where  a  practitioner  has  not  been 
consulted. 

A  supply  of  Diphtheria  antitoxin  is  kept  by  me  and  is  available 
for  use  in  all  cases  by  local  practitioners. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  carries  out  the  fumigation  of  rooms 
and  their  contents  by  Formalin  Vapour. 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year,  1938. 
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Disease 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Enteric 

*  a  jiV/Aia  ••• 

Erysipelas 

Ophthalmia  ... 

Chicken  Pox... 

Pneumonia  ... 

Anterio  Poliomyelitis 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1938  : 


Ratio  of  non-notified  tuberculosis  deaths  to  total  tuberculosis 
deaths — 0. 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925. 

There  was  no  action  under  these  Regulations,  no  case  to 
which  they  apply  having  been  met  with.  Nor  was  there  any  case 
for  action  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Section  62. 

The  Public  Administration  with  regard  to  Tuberculosis  cases 
and  the  arrangements  made  for  them  are  carried  out  by  the  County 
Authority. 
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TABLE. 


Causes  of  death  in  Roms^y  and  Stockbridge  Rural  District ,  1938. 


Causes  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

All  Causes 

•  •  • 

107 

110 

1 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fever 

2 

Measles 

— 

— 

3 

Scarlet  fever 

— 

— 

4 

Whooping  cough... 

— 

— 

5 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

6 

Influenza 

— 

— 

7 

Encephalitis  lethargica 

— 

1 

8 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

— 

— 

9 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

3 

3 

10 

Other  tuberculous  diseases  ... 

— 

1 

11 

Syphilis 

— 

— 

12 

General  paralysis  of  the  insane,  tabes  dorsalis 

— 

— 

13 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  ... 

16 

15 

14 

Diabetes 

2 

2 

15 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc.  ... 

5 

3 

16 

Heart  disease 

31 

30 

17 

Aneurysm 

— 

— 

18 

Other  circulatory  diseases  ... 

8 

10 

19 

Bronchitis 

— 

— 

20 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

3 

4 

21 

Other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

1 

— 

22 

Peptic  ulcer 

2 

— 

23 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years) 

— 

— 

24 

Appendicitis 

— 

1 

25 

Cirrhosis  of  liver,  etc. 

— 

— 

26 

Other  diseases  of  liver,  etc.  ... 

— 

— 

27 

Other  digestive  diseases 

— 

1 

28 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis... 

3 

1 

29 

Puerperal  sepsis  ... 

— 

— 

30 

Other  puerperal  causes 

— 

1 

31 

Congenital  debility,  premature  birth,  malformation 

etc  •  •••  •••  ••• 

9 

13 

32 

Senility 

9 

5 

33 

S  uicide  •••  •••  •  •  • 

2 

2 

34 

Other  violence 

5 

6 

35 

Other  defined  diseases 

8 

11 

36 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

— 

— 

Special  causes  (included  in  No.  35  above)  : 

Smallpox 

... 

1 

— 

Poliomyelitis  ... 

•  • 

1 

Pilioencephalitis 

•  •  • 

Inspections* 


Premises. 


(1) 


Factories  with  mechanical  power 

Factories  without  mechanical  power 

Other  Premises  under  the  Act  (in¬ 
cluding  works  of  building  and 
engineering  construction  but  not 
including  outworkers’  premises). 

Total 


Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Six  copies  of  the  Report  will  be  duly  forwarded  to  the 
Minister  of  Health,  one  copy  to  the  Home  Office  and  one  copy  to 
the  County  Medical  Officer  as  soon  as  printed. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

G.  TATE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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